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SUBJECT: REACTIONS TO UK IMPORT RESTRICTIONS 
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REF: LONDON 19410 

1. THE UK GOVERNMENT'S INTENTION ON INTRODUCING 
SELECTIVE IMPORT CONTROLS WAS TO DELIVER A PROGRAM 
WITH DOMESTIC IMPACT, BUT ONE THAT WOULD HAVE MOUSE- 
LIKE IMPLICATIONS OUTSIDE THE UK. THE REACTION HAS 

BEEN ALMOST THE REVERSE: DOMESTICALLY, THE GOVERNMENT’S 
PROGRAM IS BEING RECEIVED MILDLY AS "TOO LITTLE, TOO 
LATE" WHILE INTERNATIONALLY THE MEASURES HAVE COME IN 
FOR A FAIR DEEREE OF CRITICISM. 

2. THE TRADE UNIONS, WHICH HAD BEEN THE LOUDEST PRO- 
PONENTS OF IMPORT RESTRICTIONS, HAVE REACTED MODER- 
ATELY WITH ONLY CAUTIOUS CRITICISM OF THE GOVERNMENT'S 
PROGRAM. THE TUC SAID THE CONTROLS ON TEXTILES AND 
CLOTHING WERE MUCH LESS EXTENSIVE THAN HOPED FOR AND 
SUGGESTED TV TUBES AND AUTOMOBILES SHOULD ALSO HAVE 
BEEN INCLUDED. IN EMBASSY'S VIEW, THIS LOW-KEY 
REACTION STEMS FROM THE UNION LEADERSHIP’S (A) DESIRE 
NOT TO BURDEN THE LABOR GOVERNMENT TOO MUCH ON THIS 
ISSUE AT A TIME WHEN A HARD PUSH IS UNDER WAY ON OTHER 
IMPORTANT ISSUES SUCH AS LIMITING THE REDUNDANCIES THE 
GOVERNMENT WALTS TO MAKE IN THE STEEL AND RAILWAY 
INDUSTRIES, ALD (B) LACK OF REAL CONVICTION THAT 
IMPORT RESTRICTIONS WILL SIGNIFICANTLY HELP EMPLOY- 
MENT LEVELS. 

3. PUBLIC REACTION BY INDUSTRY HAS BEEN PREDICTABLY 
NEGATIVE WITH NUMEROUS EXPRESSIONS OF DISAPPOINTMENT, 
BUT THESE HAVE BEEN SOMEWHAT MORE MUTED THAN MIGHT 
HAVE BEEN EXPECTED. IN THE TEXTILE AREA, THE CONSENSUS 
OF OPINION APPEARS TO BE THAT THE GOVERNMENT MEASURES 
WILL NOT STEM THE FLOW OF IMPORTS AND ARE ONLY A 

"SOP" TO INDUSTRY - BUT THEY ARE PRIVATELY WELCOMING 
THE CONCESSIONS AS BETTER THAN NOTHING. TEXTILE MANU- 
FACTURERS SAY THEY WILL CONTINUE THEIR BATTLE WITH THE 
GOVERNMENT FOP MORE PROTECTION. BRITISH TV MANU- 
FACTURERS AND THE SHOE INDUSTRY HAD BOTH EXPECTED 
MORE FROM THE GOVERNMENT AND HAVE EXPRESSED THEIR DIS 
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APPOINTMENT. 

4. PARLIAMENTARY REACTION BY THE CONSERVATIVE OPPOSI- 
TION WAS MILD AND SHORT-LIVED. THE GOVERNMENT'S PRO- 
POSALS WERE MET BY THE "SHADOW" CHANCELLOR, SIR 
GEOFFREY HOWE, WITH A MIXTURE OF REGRET AND WELCOME. 

5. EDITORIAL COMMENT IN QUALITY PRESS HAS CONSISTED 
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GENERALLY OF POSITIVE COMMENTS ON THE BALANCED NATURE OF 
THE GOVERNMENT'S PACKAGE. "SENSIBLE," "CAUTIOUS," 

"PRUDENT" AND "ANTI-CLIMATIC" HAVE BEEN USED TO 
CHARACTERIZE THE IMPORT RESTRICTIONS AND SURVEILLANCE 
LICENSING MECHANISMS. 

RICHARDSON 
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